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Personally I live close by, so geƫng to and from the area would not be an issue.  However, for our 
members here in Canterbury & elsewhere in New Zealand, having a large sporƟng hub with the 
associated parking / public transport opƟons would meet our requirements. 

 

 

AthleƟcs is not a high parƟcipaƟon sport (excluding schools), so having the involvement of other 
sports in the same area would make economic sense as they could also use the track.   
This would allow us to have a facility that closely replicates QEII. 

 

Both the Canterbury Masters athletes and wider group of New Zealand Masters athletes support 
the hub concept at Nga Puna Wai, as our sport requires an all-weather track facility in our city.  
This will ensure our athletes have the opportunity to perform at their best, as we do have some 
world class athletes in Christchurch.  Without such a facility, the South Island and NZMA Track & 
Field Championships will not be held in Christchurch ... a lost opportunity for us all and the city. 

 

Given what has happened in Canterbury because of the earthquake, common sense needs to 
prevail, so if changes to the Management Plan need to occur before this can happen ... then it 
must be done. 
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Suppor ng Statement by Andrew Stark as President of Canterbury Masters Athle cs: 
 
Several of the members of Canterbury Masters AthleƟcs were founding members of the Masters (then called Veterans) 
AthleƟcs movement in Canterbury that started back in the mid 1960’s & early 1970’s.  Some of our ex-members were 
also involved in the design of QEII and had various posiƟons of responsibility during the 1974 Commonwealth Games. 
 
IniƟally veterans athleƟcs was organised at a local level.  However, just prior to and inspired by the 1974 
Commonwealth Games, an internaƟonal track & field meeƟng was organised & held at RawhiƟ Domain on 21 & 22 
January.  This was the beginning of masters track & field as we know it today.  The following year the first New Zealand 
Masters AthleƟcs Track & Field Championships were held on 29 & 30 March at QEII.   
 
Why is this history important?   
 
As a young school boy, I also had the opportunity to compete on QEII in late 1973 at the NaƟonal New Zealand 
Secondary Schools Track & Field Championship.  It was an unforgeƩable experience that inspired me to become 
involved in athleƟcs as a compeƟtor and more recently as an official who sƟll competes. 
 
With the loss of QEII, a replacement facility is desperately needed.  To young athletes, the opportunity to run on an all-
weather track may just be the inspiraƟon that moƟvates them to conƟnue with the sport.  For the mature athlete 
whom I represent, it is the difference between making a comeback to the sport, having had years away, or in fact 
remaining with the sport.  
 
Since the destrucƟon of QEII on 22 February 2011 Canterbury Masters AthleƟcs membership has suffered.   Not only 
were we all dealing with the effects of the earthquake, we no longer could compete on a world class facility that was 
for many a ’second home’.  We have world class track athletes here in Canterbury, who now have to travel to compete 
in order to perform at their best.  For some ... not having QEII has leŌ them dis-interested in track running and they 
have abandoned this aspect of the sport, preferring to race throughout the summer in road events.  I cannot see this 
situaƟon improving unƟl we have a new track, therefore our membership will conƟnue to decline as it has done since 
QEII was destructed. 
 
While we are appreciaƟve of the efforts made by AthleƟcs Canterbury with the help of CCC re: up-grading RawhiƟ 
Domain, we all realise that a new athleƟcs track is what this city needs, not only to keep masters athletes involved as 
compeƟtors / officials, but also to inspire the young potenƟal champions that are out there .... who ulƟmately will 
become the masters athletes of the future.  We are more than happy if it is part of a bigger sports hub facility and fully 
support the DraŌ Amendment to the Nga Puni Wai Management Plan. 
 
Suppor ng Statement by Andrew Stark as Vice President of New Zealand Masters Athle cs: 
 
The holding of the New Zealand Masters Track & Field Championships in Christchurch is not going to happen  unƟl 
there is a new track.  Currently when Canterbury hosts either the South Island Championships (which Canterbury did in 
2013) or future NZMA Championships, the events will be held in Timaru on their all-weather track.  This situaƟon is not 
ideal and means that the city is missing out in many ways. 
 
 
On behalf of Masters AthleƟcs here in Canterbury and throughout New Zealand, I would like to thank Simon BaƩrick 
and his team for all the hard work that is involved, re: planning for a Sport Hub.  We look forward to receiving the ‘go 
ahead’ from the Christchurch City Council, which I am sure will be forth-coming. 
 
Your sincerely, 
 
Andrew Stark 
 
My current roles within the athleƟcs are as follows ... 
 President Canterbury Masters Athle cs 
 Vice President New Zealand  Masters Athle cs 
 Chairman Athle cs Canterbury Track & Field Commi ee 
 


